
Treponema Pallidum in Treated Syphilis
Spiral organisms morphologically indistinguish-

able from Treponema pallidum can persist after
adequate antibiotic treatment of syphilis. Collart
et al demonstrated treponemes in silver stained
smears of inguinal nodes from nine treated hu-
mans, and transfer of these nodes to rabbits
proved they were still infectious. Yobs et al
were able to demonstrate Treponema pallidum
in lymph nodes of 11 of 45 men with treated
syphilis utilizing fluorescent antibodies and silver
staining. Spiral organisms indistinguishable from
Treponema pallidum have also been detected in
the aqueous humor, cerebro-spinal fluid, liver,
superficial temporal artery, and aorta of pre-
sumed adequately treated syphilitic patients.

They have been found in late seronegative (vDRL,
TPI, FTA-ABS) syphilis and in patients who have
had large doses of penicillin. There has not been
total acceptance that the demonstrated organ-
isms were Treponema pallidum. However, these
findings raise important questions regarding the
therapy and immunology of syphilis.

DENNY L. TUFFANELLI, M.D.
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